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World Prehistory and Archaeology: Pathways through Time integrates world prehistory with a

discussion of archaeological methods and techniquesâ€”emphasizing the relevance of how we know

what we know about our human prehistory, providing the tools to allow for a lifelong engagement

with archaeology and drawing students into the process of archaeological research and

discovery.Â   Â  Chazan brings students right up to the cutting edge of archaeological research by

presenting the most recent discoveries and theoretical perspectives.Â  How we know the past

isÂ inseparable from what we know of the past.Â This new text allows students to see that

archaeology is a dynamic field in which knowledge is continuously refined through scientific inquiry

while providing a sense of the relevance of archaeology in the contemporary world.Â   Â  As the

cornerstone of this book is to present an integrated picture of prehistory as an active process of

discovery, we cannot relegate methodological issues to the opening chapters alone.Â  While the

introduction to archaeological method in the first two chapters is necessary, the questions of how we

know the past cannot be abandoned at that point.Â  A number of features have been developed to

draw together an integrated presentation of prehistory throughout the entire text.
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â€œThis is clearly written by a scholar with experience.â€• â€“Timothy R. Pauketat, University of

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign   â€œI was impressed with the geographical breadth in the table of

contents. This makes the book quite unique and attractiveâ€¦The integration of method and

interpretation is excellent, and the Toolboxes are terrific. They are well-placed, well-written, and very



appropriate and helpful. Students will like them. [The book] doesnâ€™t pull too many punches on

the various key debates, which is refreshing.â€• â€“Elizabeth Chilton, University of

Massachusetts-Amherst   â€œThe overall approach of this book is a very good one, as integrating

methods with the study of human prehistory is an excellent way to teach students about how

archaeologists do what they do. It would [be] easier to teach World Prehistory with a text like this.â€•

â€“Barbara Roth, University of Nevada, Las Vegas   â€œ[The text] is well-written and highly

accessible, succinct, and balancedâ€¦an excellent textbook for world prehistory [that] makes difficult

material highly accessible.â€• â€“Mark A. Rees, University of Louisiana, Lafayette   â€œâ€¦The

consistency of style and structure throughout the text is an obvious strengthâ€¦ even the casual

student will obtain a heightened sense of an active pastâ€¦ The excellent use of real cases will attract

studentsâ€¦.â€• â€“Steven R. Simms, Utah State University

World Prehistory and Archaeology: Pathways Through Time, First Edition   By: Michael Chazan  Â 

Â  World Prehistory and Archaeology: Pathways Through Time integrates world prehistory with a

discussion of archaeological methods and techniquesâ€“emphasizing the relevance of how we know

what we know about our human prehistory, providing the tools to allow for a lifelong engagement

with archaeology, and drawing students into the process of archaeological research and

discovery.Â   Â  Special Features Â Toolboxesâ€“special sections found in every chapterâ€“introduce

aspects of archaeological methods that are particularly relevant to the material covered in the

chapter and are critical to the aim of this book to integrate prehistory with an introduction to

archaeological method.Â   Â Archaeology in the World boxes in most chapters help students to

recognize the significance of issues relating to the role of the past in the present and bring out

ethical issues relevant to the archaeology of the periods discussed in the chapter.  Â  Discovering

the Past boxes in nearly every chapter showcase people actively involved in archaeological

research, including students, who write in a personal voice about a real archaeological project

relevant to the chapter.  Â  Â  What Reviewers Are Saying: Â  â€œThis is clearly written by a scholar

with experience.â€•Â  â€”Timothy R. Pauketat, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Â  â€œI

was impressed with the geographical breadth in the table of contents. This makes the book quite

unique and attractiveâ€¦The integration of method and interpretation is excellent, and the Toolboxes

are terrific. They are well-placed, well-written, and very appropriate and helpful. Students will like

them. [The book] doesnâ€™t pull too many punches on the various key debates, which is

refreshing.â€• â€”Elizabeth Chilton, University of Massachusetts-Amherst Â  â€œThe overall

approach of this book is a very good one, as integrating methods with the study of human prehistory



is an excellent way to teach students about how archaeologists do what they do.Â  It would [be]

easier to teach World Prehistory with a text like this.â€• â€”Barbara Roth, University of Nevada, Las

Vegas Â  â€œ[The text] is well-written and highly accessible, succinct, and balancedâ€¦an excellent

textbook for world prehistory [that] makes difficult material highly accessible.â€• â€”Mark A. Rees,

University of Louisiana, Lafayette Â  â€œâ€¦The consistency of style and structure throughout the

text is an obvious strengthâ€¦ even the casual student will obtain a heightened sense of an active

pastâ€¦ The excellent use of real cases will attract studentsâ€¦.â€• â€”Steven R. Simms, Utah State

University

It's not the greatest written book, info is scattered and watered down like a textbook, but it's very

current and has everything in it that is in the scammy-markup textbook I was supposed to buy for 6x

more

The book gives many good examples of archeological debates and also the gradual development of

the discipline. If your course, has essay questions as tests, then I recommend getting the book, or

the next edition.

I highly recommend using this used book program for class materials. That said, I wish our

professor could have found something different. She didn't much stick to the organization of the

material and it seemed she differed a bit from what was in the book, without explanation. Still, I think

I was able to get enough out of it for the money, although I don't think I understand archaeology as

a profession any better, because this is more on analysis of what they find in the field rather than on

the profession itself.

I got it within the weekend as I lived in the same state, so I didn't have to worry about falling behind

in class.Great conditionGreat material

I used this book for my Intro to Archaeology class. The inside of the book was very clean and not

written on. The outside front cover was folded at the top-right hand corner. I don't know if it was due

to the shipping or if the seller had described that in the description. All in all, good purchase, good

experience.
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